The Federal Research Division is Xh-t Library of Congress J s primary feefor-service research unit.. At the request of Executive and Judicial branch agencies of the United States Government and on a cost-recovery basis^ the Division prepares studies and reports/chronologies, bibliographies* foreignlanguage abstracts, and other tailored products in hard-copy and electronic media. The subjects researched include the broad spectrum of social sciences, physical sciences, and the humanities*. The article presents and analyzes Peru's drug production and trafficking and the insurgency of the Shining Path (Sendero Luminoso). By protecting the coca-growing peasants from joint Peruvian-US government efforts to combat the drug trade, Sendero has gained additional support bases for its proposed New Democracy in Peru. By controlling many landing strips, Sendero is able to collect large sums paid by traffickers, mostly Colombians. The efforts of the Peruvian army to pursue the drug traffickers only heightens the opposition of coca-growing peasants and drives them further into the arms of Sendero. The country lacks a coordinated approach to combat this socio-political problem.
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PAGE: 3 ON DRUG ABUSE
With technological advances it is now possible to undertake investigations about the effects of alcohol on the brain and behavior. Evidence reveals that alcohol in excess negatively affects the brain and neuropsychological functioning, both immediately and in the long-term. The important question, however, is whether moderate amounts of alcohol can have detrimental effects on the brain. There are three levels at which the effects of alcohol on the nervous system may be studied: the behavioral level, the structural level, and the cellular level. This paper examines each one of these levels and their effects. No definite conclusions have been found and considerably more research is needed. Generally, addicts may only receive methadone when they are pregnant, have AIDS, or are otherwise seriously ill. There is hope the restrictions will be relaxed. For example, it has been proposed that women be permitted to receive methadone six weeks after childbirth. Another problem for the use of methadone in Germany is that the paperwork connected with prescribing the substance is so demanding that many doctors refuse to become involved in methadone treatment. The fact remains that German drug addicts are usually told that they can beat their addiction by sheer will power. The French minister of the interior, Paul Quiles, declared in late December that his ministry had declared war on drugs and was going after suppliers, sellers, and users. The consumption of illegal drugs has become serious in France. In some areas, 85 percent of crime is connected to drug addiction and in seven years the number of deaths from drug overdoses has more than doubled (172 in 1985; 411 in 1991; by the end of October, 1992, 417) . Quiles is going to get some of the money for his war on drugs from an agency founded three years ago to deal with the drug problem. Critics fear that Quiles will do more harm than good in his campaign. A more thoughtful plan is needed. The French Ministry of Health decided in November, for example, to distribute clean needles because about half of France's 150,000 heroin addicts are HIV-positive and 5,000 addicts now have AIDS, a quarter of all cases reported in France. The ministry also wants to increase the distribution of methadone in France. High-ranking French officials, seeking to solve the battle for revenues between the two ministries, have declared that both police methods and health methods will be useful in the fight against drug addiction, but are worried that the good relations between the police and health authorities may be damaged. (New York), vol. 30, no. 3, 1992, 241-46. [Call Number: RC566.A1D66] This study examines, in 104 methadone patients, the relationship between self-rating, observer-rating, urine tests, HIV-1 serostatus, daily methadone doses, and plasma levels of methadone. A significant relationship between methadone dose and plasma levels was found in patients using illicit drugs. Authors conclude that therapeutic drug monitoring should become routine in methadone treatment to achieve optimum results.
